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Astoria Library Board Meeting 
Astoria Public Library 

January 27, 2015 
5:30 pm. 

 
 
Present: Library Board members David Oser, Susan Brooks, Kate Summers, Kimberley Chaput and 

Chris Womack; Staff Library Director Jane Tucker; and ALFA Representative Steve Emmons. 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman David Oser called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
 
Welcome New Board Members: 
 
Chris Womack and Kimberley Chaput, the new members of the board, introduced themselves, noting 
their professional backgrounds and sharing some personal facts. Board members introduced themselves 
to Mr. Womack and Ms. Chaput. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved with the correction to the meeting date.  
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of December 2, 2014 were approved as presented. 
 
Renovation Update: 
 
Chairman Oser updated the new Board members on the library renovation, explaining how the 
Renovation Plan was developed and how the plan would be used. He highlighted past discussions that 
led to the Board’s preference for using the Waldorf space, which has since created some concerns in the 
community. The Board is now waiting on a decision from City Council before moving forward with 
renovation efforts. Board members are encouraged to attend the City Council work session scheduled for 
February 17, 2015 where next steps will be discussed. 
 
The Board and staff discussed how work sessions are conducted, as the Board members wanted 
confirmation that they would be able to answer questions asked by Councilors at the upcoming work 
session. Work sessions may or may not result in a decision by City Council. 
 
Director Tucker described details contained in the Renovation Plan and encouraged the new Board 
members to read through it in preparation for upcoming meetings. Chairman Oser described the 
structures and purposes of the Library Foundation and Library Renovation Committee for the new Board 
members. 
 
 Item 5(a): Foundation Update 
 
Chairman Oser noted the Foundation is currently waiting for other renovation efforts to move forward. 
 
 Item 5(b): Renovation Committee Update 
 
Chairman Oser stated that he and Committee member Bruce Jones planned to meet on January 28 to 
work on a vision statement for the Committee. The Renovation Committee had recommended the same 
Renovation Plan as the Library Board and had met several weeks ago to discuss establishing an event 
horizon. Director Tucker noted the original event horizon was 2035, but it is already 2015, so the new 
event horizon could be 2050 and discussion involved forecasting needs and technology so far into the 
future. 
 
 Item 5(c): Staff Reports 
 
Director Tucker gave details about how the Renovation Plan was developed through consultants and 
public input. 
 
Board Reports:   



-2- 

 

 
 Item 5(a): Reports of Community Presentations 
 
There were no reports. 
 
Library Director’s Report:   
 
Director Tucker reported that on October 24, 2015, the Public Library Division Board of the Oregon 
Library Association (OLA) will host an event with Peter Pearson and Susan Hall, who are nationally 
recognized foundation and library friends fundraisers for libraries. Members of library boards, friends 
groups, and foundations may attend the event, which will be held in the Portland area.  

 She updated the Board on efforts to improve safety at the library, which included creating a safety log 
and implementation of some facility improvements suggested by the Police Department.  

 She reported that the doors broke again and have been repaired.  

 She explained the library’s statistics to the new Board members, citing the annual statistics for 2014 
and explaining how the library collects and uses the data.  

 She also explained the Libraries Rural Outreach in Clatsop County (ROCC) Program, which uses 
grant funds to provide no-fee library services and programs to children living outside the city limits. 

 
Update on ALFA Activities: 
 
Steve Emmons reported that ALFA elected Dave Ambrose and Patricia Staton-Thomas as Co-
Presidents. ALFA is still looking for a secretary and their treasury balance was about $6,000. He and 
Director Tucker updated the new Board members on the purpose of ALFA, noting how they support the 
library and its programs through volunteers and donations. 
 
New Business:  
 
 Item 9(a): Election of Officers 
Following discussion about the role of the Chair and the availability of potential candidates, Kate 
Summers was unanimously elected as the 2015 Library Board Chairperson. 
 
Old Business: There was none. 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Marge Peck, 2850 Marine Drive, Astoria, asked if information about the renovation was available on the 
internet. Director Tucker said yes, all of the information was available on the library’s website. Ms. Peck 
said she tried accessing the budgets. She worked as an accountant for 35 years, but said it was difficult 
to understand what the City is doing with its money. It would be interesting to see what the next year 
brings.  
 
Director Tucker invited Ms. Peck to contact her or Staff if she had any questions about the budget. 
 
Mayor LaMear, a member of the audience, reported that she would be speaking to the PEO in February 
about plans for the library, which are on hold until City Council has determined next steps.  
 
Items for Next Meeting’s Agenda: There were none. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jane Tucker, Director, Astoria Public Library 
 
 


